Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative Kris E. Magruder, Director

215 South Maryland Website: www.bigskycoop.org
Conrad, Montana 59425

Telephone: 406.271.7558

Fax: 406.271.5959

CERTIFIED BOARD RESOLUTION
Adopted June 9, 2016

Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative (BSSNC)
Management Board

WHEREAS, Federal Law, the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), mandates
a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) for students with disabilities.

WHEREAS, state funding has failed to keep up with current costs resulting in a $350,000
assessment to the Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative’s member schools in fiscal year 2017.

WHEREAS, the aforementioned assessment has significant impact upon the general funds
of the Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative member districts and the services and
educational opportunities they provide for all students.

WHEREAS, the state's failure to fund special education cooperatives directly inhibits the
member school district’s ability to provide a quality education to all students, including
equal access to those with disabilities.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Big Sky Special Needs Cooperative board petitions the
School Funding Interim Commission to support the State Special Education Funding Task
Force’s proposals to permanently revise MCA 20-9-321 creating new and ongoing funding
that support the infrastructure of Special Education Cooperatives in Montana.
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